
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  April 1, 2016 AGENDA NO.  1 
 
MINUTES: Governing Board Monthly Meeting 
 
SYNOPSIS: Attached are the Minutes of the March 4, 2016 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Approve Minutes of the March 4, 2016 Board Meeting. 
 
 
 

Saundra McDaniel, 
Clerk of the Boards 

SM:dg 



 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2016 

 
Notice having been duly given, the regular meeting of the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District Board was held at District Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, 
Diamond Bar, California.  Members present: 
 

William A. Burke, Ed.D., Chairman  
Speaker of the Assembly Appointee  
 
Council Member Ben Benoit, Vice Chairman 
Cities of Riverside County 
 
Mayor Michael D. Antonovich 
County of Los Angeles  

 
Supervisor John J. Benoit  
County of Riverside 
 
Council Member Joe Buscaino (left at 1:50 p.m.) 
City of Los Angeles   

 
Mayor Pro Tem Michael A. Cacciotti  
Cities of Los Angeles County – Eastern Region  

 
Dr. Joseph K. Lyou  
Governor’s Appointee  
 
Mayor Larry McCallon  
Cities of San Bernardino County  

 
Council Member Judith Mitchell  
Cities of Los Angeles County – Western Region 

 
Supervisor Shawn Nelson  
County of Orange   

 
Dr. Clark E. Parker, Sr. 
Senate Rules Committee Appointee  
 
Council Member Dwight Robinson 
Cities of Orange County 
 
Supervisor Janice Rutherford  
County of San Bernardino   
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CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Burke called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 

 Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Dr. Lyou. 
 

 Opening Comments 
 

Dr. Wallerstein. Suggested that Item 2 be continued to the April 1, 2016 
meeting and return to the Administrative Committee.  

 

 Swearing In of Reappointed Board Member Michael Cacciotti   
 

Chairman Burke administered the oath of office to Mayor Pro Tem Cacciotti, 
who was reappointed by the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee - 
Eastern Region, for a term ending January 15, 2020. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Approve Minutes of February 5, 2016 Board Meeting 
 

 

2. Set Public Hearing April 1, 2016 to Receive Public Input on Executive Officer's 
Draft Goals and Priority Objectives for FY 2016-17 

 

Budget/Fiscal Impact 
 

3. Execute Contract to Cost-Share Alternative Fuel Station Expansion  
 

 

4. Establish Special Revenue Fund, Recognize and Transfer Funds, and Execute 
Contracts to Develop and Demonstrate Zero Emission Capable Drayage Trucks 

 
 

 

5. Authorize Acquisition of Four Advanced Technology Vehicles for SCAQMD’s 
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program  

 

 

6. Approve Truck Projects for Proposition 1B-Goods Movement Program 
 

 

7. Adopt Resolution Recognizing Funds and Accepting Terms and Conditions for 
FY 2015-16 Carl Moyer Program Award, Issue Program Announcements for Carl 
Moyer Program and SOON Provision, Execute and Amend Contracts, and 
Amend SOON Provision Implementation Guidelines  

 

 

8. Issue Program Announcements for Electric Lawn Mower Vendors, Licensed 
Scrappers and Support Service Providers  
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9. Recognize Revenue and Appropriate Funds to Develop Low-Cost Sensor 
Network for Monitoring PM Emissions from Waste Disposal and Recycling Facility 

 

 

10. Approve Implementation of Three Additional Incentive Programs, Amend Existing 
Contract, Expand Implementation Areas, and Allocate Funds for Implementation 
of U.S. EPA’s Targeted Air Shed Grant 

 

 

11. Transfer and Appropriate Funds and Issue Purchase Order for Field Monitoring 
Equipment 

 

 

12. Approve SCAQMD Annual Investment Policy, Delegation of Authority to 
Appointed Treasurer to Invest SCAQMD Funds 

 

 

13. Execute Contract for Elevator Service, Repairs and Preventative Maintenance 
 

 

14. Approve Position Reclassification 
 

 

15. Amend Contract for Document and Case Management System for SCAQMD’s 
Legal Department 

 

 

16. Authorize Staff to Petition U.S. EPA to Adopt Lower On-Road Heavy-Duty 
Engine Exhaust Emission Standards for NOx 

 

 

17. Approve Contract Awards and Modification Approved by MSRC 
 

Action Items/No Fiscal Impact 
 

18. Approve SCAQMD Comments on U.S. EPA's Proposed Amendments to 
Regulation Governing U.S. EPA Procedures for Investigating Title VI Complaints 

 

 

19. Annual Meeting of Brain & Lung Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation 
 

Items 20 through 27 - Information Only/Receive and File 

 

20. Legislative and Public Affairs Report 
 

 

21. Hearing Board Report 
 

 

22. Civil Filings and Civil Penalties Report 
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23. Lead Agency Projects and Environmental Documents Received by SCAQMD 
 

 

24. Rule and Control Measure Forecast 
 

 

25. Rule 1147 Technology Assessment 
 

 

26. Status Report on Major Projects for Information Management Scheduled to Start 
During Last Six Months of FY 2015-16 

 

 

27. FY 2015-16 Contract Activity 
 

 
Dr. Lyou announced his abstention on Item No. 4 because BYD Company, 

Volvo, Transpower, LA County Metropolitan Authority and Bay Area AQMD are 
potential sources of income to him.  Supervisor Antonovich announced his 
abstention on Item No. 4 because of a campaign contribution from BYD America.  
Councilman Buscaino announced his abstention on Item No. 4 because of a 
campaign contribution from BYD Motors.  

 
Supervisors Benoit and Rutherford announced their abstention on Item No. 

17 because of campaign contributions from Burrtec Waste Industries.  
 
Mayor McCallon announced that he serves as a Board Member for the San 

Bernardino Associated Governments which is involved with Item No. 17. 
 
Agenda Items 16 and 19 were withheld for discussion. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 WAS CONTINUED TO THE        
APRIL 1, 2016 BOARD MEETING AT STAFF’S 
RECOMMENDATION AND WITH THE 
CHAIRMAN’S CONCURRENCE. 
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MOVED BY NELSON, SECONDED BY              
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEMS 1, 3 THROUGH 
15, 17, 18 AND 20 THROUGH 27, APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, ADOPTING 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-4 RECOGNIZING 
FUNDS AND ACCEPTING THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THE FY 2015-16 CARL 
MOYER GRANT AWARD AND RESOLUTION 
NO. 16-5 DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO THE 
TREASURER OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES TO INVEST AND REINVEST 
FUNDS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, BY THE 
FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES: Antonovich (except Item #4),        
B. Benoit, J. Benoit (except Item 
#17), Burke, Buscaino (except 
Item #4), Cacciotti, Lyou (except 
Item #4), McCallon, Mitchell, 
Nelson, Parker, Robinson and 
Rutherford (except Item #17). 

 

NOES: None. 
 
ABSTAIN: Antonovich (Item #4 only),   
  J. Benoit (Item #17 only),   
  Buscaino (Item #4 only), Lyou  
  (Item #4 only) and Rutherford  
  (Item #17 only). 

 

ABSENT: None. 

 
28. Items Deferred from Consent Calendar 

 

16. Authorize Staff to Petition U.S. EPA to Adopt Lower On-Road Heavy-Duty 
Engine Exhaust Emission Standards for NOx 

 
Supervisor Benoit explained that during a recent trip to          

Washington D.C. he met with multiple members of Congress and discussed 
with them the need for federal regulation of particulate emissions from 
diesel trucks and the challenges the District is faced with to meet federal air 
quality goals with this large issue still outstanding.  He noted that the 
responses he received show the need for more information to be shared 
with these key law makers.   

 
Supervisor Nelson questioned why the District’s lobbyists are not 

communicating with the law makers that represent our region about the dire 
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need for assistance in reaching attainment goals.  
 

Chairman Burke noted that he has been a proponent for the District 
to gain authority over mobile sources and further education of law makers 
is needed.  

 
Councilwoman Mitchell explained that the District’s legislative 

consultants and lobbyists met with law makers in January and while there 
was some interest expressed in assisting with the District’s needs, 
widespread support is hard to obtain because the rest of the nation does 
not see the issue as a priority.  

 
Dr. Lyou expressed support for the comments made by his 

colleagues on this issue; and noted his interest in joining in on a visit to 
Washington D.C. to inform Congress about this need.   

 
Dr. Wallerstein explained that staff and the lobbyists have been 

addressing the issue of mobile sources, however, thus far the members of 
Congress have preferred incentive-based approaches and technology 
development-based approaches over regulations.  He added that this issue 
could certainly be addressed in the 2016 AQMP. 

 
MOVED BY J. BENOIT, SECONDED BY              
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEM 16, APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Nelson, 
Parker, Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: None. 
 
 

19. Annual Meeting of Brain & Lung Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation 
 

Councilwoman Mitchell requested the Board be given a presentation 
on the research that has been conducted as a result of the Foundation’s 
funding.  She also expressed interest in serving on the review committee to 
select additional research institutes to partner with on the Foundation’s 
efforts.  
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MOVED BY MITCHELL, SECONDED BY              
LYOU, AGENDA ITEM 19, APPROVED WITH 
THE DIRECTION TO STAFF TO ARRANGE A 
PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 
REGARDING RESEARCH PROJECTS 
FUNDED BY THE FOUNDATION, BY THE 
FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Nelson, 
Parker, Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: None. 
 

 

 

BOARD CALENDAR 
 

29. Administrative Committee  

 

 

30. Investment Oversight Committee  

 

 

31. Legislative Committee 
 

 

32. Mobile Source Committee 
 

 

33. Stationary Source Committee 
 

 

34. Technology Committee 
 

 

35. Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee 
 

 

36. California Air Resources Board Monthly Report 
 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 29, 30, 32, 33, 35 AND  
36 RECEIVED AND FILED.  
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Dr. Lyou announced his abstention on Item 31 and left the room during 

discussion of the item.  
 
31. Legislative Committee 

 
Dr. Tom Williams, Sierra Club, Citizens Coalition for a Safe Community and 

L.A. 32 Neighborhood Council in L.A. City, addressed the Board on Item 31 
commenting on the proposed legislation and how important it is for emergency 
response plans to be a requirement for facilities like the Aliso Canyon storage 
facility.   

 
THERE BEING NO ACTION TAKEN AS TO THE 
POSITIONS ON LEGISLATION, AGENDA ITEM 31 
WAS, BY OPERATION OF PROCEDURES, 
CONTINUED TO THE APRIL 1, 2016 MEETING.  
 
 

34. Technology Committee 
 

Steve Goldsmith, Torrance Refinery Action Alliance, commented on the 
safety concerns associated with the hydrofluoric acid used at the ExxonMobil 
refinery in Torrance and asked about the status of a study on safer alternatives 
that was promised.  He urged for the study process to be expedited if possible. 

 
Dr. Wallerstein explained that a contract has been executed with Norton 

Engineering, who has previously performed engineering and analysis in relation to 
the RECLAIM rule amendments, and is familiar with the local refineries.  He noted 
that, prior to executing the contract, staff met with the City Manager of Torrance to 
ensure they were satisfied with the scope of the study.  He added that staff will be 
adding a page related to the ExxonMobil refinery to the District’s website to keep 
the community apprised of the developments in this matter, as well as enforcement 
actions related to the refinery. 

 
MOVED BY B. BENOIT, SECONDED BY                
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEM 34, APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, Burke, 

Buscaino, Cacciotti, McCallon, 
Mitchell, Nelson, Parker, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: J. Benoit and Lyou. 
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Staff Presentation/Board Discussion 

 

37. SCAQMD Comments on CARB Plans to Mitigate Methane Emissions Resulting 
from Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

 

Dr. Wallerstein detailed how staff has worked to communicate to CARB the 
Board’s position regarding the use of GHG mitigation funds received relative to the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak to benefit the Porter Ranch area, or alternatively to fund 
other projects within Southern California.  He stressed the need to ensure that 
GHG mitigation funds be used in an integrated, comprehensive manner to address 
the impact to the climate, while also reducing local impacts; and noted that this 
item seeks Board approval to send a second letter to CARB to voice the Board’s 
position on this matter. 

 
Supervisor Antonovich questioned whether the Board will have authority to 

use penalty funds levied against SoCalGas as they desire.   
 

Dr. Wallerstein confirmed that funds received as a result of the District’s 
pending lawsuit against SoCalGas will be disbursed at the discretion of the Board. 

 
Supervisor Antonovich expressed concern with the potential for CARB to 

be able to dictate how penalty funds are spent. 
 
Kurt Wiese, General Counsel, explained that there are multiple agencies 

with overlapping jurisdiction which complicates legal matters; and suggested that 
he could provide a briefing to the Board regarding the various potential penalties 
and fines, during the closed session period.  

 
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Cacciotti’s inquiry into how the various 

enforcement and legal remedies differ, Mr. Wiese explained that one aspect is the 
Hearing Board’s order which requires SoCalGas to take certain actions at the site, 
including monitoring, an inspection program, and funding a health study.  Separate 
from the Hearing Board proceeding, there is a civil penalty lawsuit that the 
SCAQMD has filed against SoCalGas as a result of the creation of a public 
nuisance.  The purpose of the lawsuit is to recover monetary penalties that the 
Board can then direct to be used in the affected community.   

 
Supervisor Nelson suggested the possibility of incorporating language into 

the letter consistent with Supervisor Antonovich’s concerns indicating that the 
Board does not wish to support CARB allocating funds to projects as they see fit, 
but rather the District will pursue its own remedies, as well as make the decision 
as to how to allocate the revenue received. 

 
Dr. Wallerstein confirmed that staff would add language to the letter to make 

that desire clear. 
 

Dr. Tom Williams, Sierra Club, addressed the Board on Agenda Item 37, 
noting that in order to benefit the people of Porter Ranch, SoCal Gas should be 



-10- 

required to sponsor and fund the establishment of a LEED platinum certification 
for the community.  

 

MOVED BY CACCIOTTI, SECONDED BY                
B. BENOIT, AGENDA ITEM 37 APPROVED 
WITH THE DIRECTION FOR STAFF TO 
INCLUDE LANGUAGE THAT EXPRESSES 
THE BOARD’S DESIRE FOR FUNDS 
RECOVERED BY SCAQMD TO REMAIN AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD FOR 
DISTRIBUTION, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Nelson, 
Parker and Robinson. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: Lyou and Rutherford. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
38. Approve Proposed Guidelines for Disbursement and Tracking of Funds 

Received Pursuant to Rule 1304.1 – Electrical Generating Facility Fee for Use 
of Offset Exemption (Continued from the February 5, 2016 Board Meeting) 

 
Tracy Goss, Planning and Rules Manager, gave the staff presentation.  

 
In response to Dr. Lyou’s inquiry regarding whether there has been 

accounting for the additional administrative costs that may result from the outreach 
efforts needed in this instance, Dr. Wallerstein confirmed that he believed there 
was a sufficient amount budgeted for those efforts, but additional funds could be 
allocated in the future if the need arises. 

 
The public hearing was opened and the following individuals addressed the 

Board on Agenda Item 38. 
 

 *JORGE GARCIA, City of Santa Ana  
 STEVE A. NAGAL, City of Fountain Valley 
 JIM KATAPODIS, City of Huntington Beach 
 RICK FRANCIS, City of Costa Mesa 
 MARK VUKOYEVICH, City of Newport Beach 

BARBARA DELGLEIZE, City of Huntington Beach      
Urged for a funding distribution that focuses on projects that will be 

implemented within a 6-mile radius of the electrical generating facility; and detailed 
the multitude of projects their municipalities hope to implement with the funds in 
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an effort to improve air quality. *(Submitted Written Comments) 
 

MARY ADAMS URASHIMA, Huntington Beach Resident     
Expressed support for a majority of the funds to be retained in Orange 

County and more specifically, within a 6-mile radius of the facility.  She cited 
reasons why the Oak View neighborhood in Huntington Beach should be 
considered an EJ community; and urged for that community to receive funds for 
projects that will help mitigate the negative air quality impacts they are faced with.  

 
YESENIA V. OCHOA, Oak View Renewal Partnership      

Spoke about the challenges faced by the residents of the Oak View 
community in Huntington Beach; and noted the importance of routing some of the 
funds to projects focused on this community.  

 
HARVEY EDER, Public Solar Power Coalition       

Noted that there is a growing movement towards community choice 
aggregation; and suggested that the projects that have been cited could be 
implemented through that method.  

 
There being no further public testimony on this item, the public hearing was 

closed. 
 

Councilman Robinson asked for clarification regarding the difference 
between CalEnviroScreen and MATES, and how they might differ in qualifying an 
area as an EJ community.  

 
Dr. Philip Fine, DEO/Planning and Rules, explained that the District utilizes 

an analysis that takes into account poverty levels, in combination with air quality 
criteria for defining environmental justice communities.  The CalEnviroScreen tool 
was recently developed by CalEPA and has a similar purpose to identify 
environmental justice areas using criteria for demographics in terms of poverty, 
income and other factors, as well as criteria for environmental factors including air 
quality-related and non-air quality related factors.  He added that the Oak View 
Community is eligible to receive up to fifty percent of the funding under the current 
proposal because it is within the 10-mile radius.   

 
In response to further questioning regarding the qualifying radius and 

setting limits based on a certain county, Dr. Fine noted that these guidelines will 
effect future repower projects that are in Los Angeles County but closely border 
Orange County, and the proposed guidelines allow for multiple effected areas 
across county lines to benefit from mitigation funds. 

 
Councilmember Mitchell commented that the Stationary Source Committee 

fully vetted the criteria for the funds; and highlighted the importance of having these 
guidelines in place for the future.  She suggested the potential to amend the 
guidelines to give priority to projects within a 6-mile radius during the RFP process 
to alleviate some of the concerns that have been voiced.   
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Dr. Lyou noted that the proposed guidelines are a result of a detailed 
process including in-depth discussions; and suggested that the District find ways 
to support those entities who wish to implement these projects that will have 
positive environmental impacts, whether that be through this funding opportunity 
or other grants or incentive programs.    

 
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Cacciotti’s questioning about the dispersion 

of emissions through prevailing winds, Dr. Fine explained that both PM2.5 and 
NOx emissions can contribute to regional PM2.5 and ozone levels as they blow 
across the Basin; he added that staff utilizes computer modeling to determine 
where the local impacts of these emissions occur.  

 
MOVED BY J. BENOIT, SECONDED BY 
MCCALLON, AGENDA ITEM NO. 38 
APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF, 
BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Nelson, 
Parker, Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: None. 
 

 
Chairman Burke noted that Items 39 and 40 would be heard after other 

agenda items that had received numerous requests to speak.  
 

-o- 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

41. Consider Request by State Senate Environmental Quality Committee for Board 
to Reconsider December 2015 Amendments to NOx RECLAIM Program 

 
Mr. Wiese explained that this item was added to the agenda in response to 

a request by the Senate Environmental Quality Committee, along with other 
members of the Senate, to reconsider the vote by the Board on Regulation XX-
RECLAIM made at the December Board meeting.   

 
The following individuals addressed the Board on Agenda Item 41. 
 

DAN HOFFMAN, Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and South Bay Association 
Chamber of Commerce 
MICHAEL WOLF, Aegion Energy Services 
PATTY SENECAL, Western States Petroleum Association 
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BILL LA MARR, California Small Business Alliance 
ELIZABETH WARREN, Future Ports 
CURTIS COLEMAN, Southern California Air Quality Alliance 
FRANK MONTES, California Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  
RUBEN GONZALEZ, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
BILL QUINN, California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance 
*DAVID ENGLIN, BizFed 
JEFF DAVIES 
TONY GRAISSO, Cal APA          

Expressed opposition to any reconsideration of the recent amendments to 
the RECLAIM rules, detailed the extensive rule development process that has 
occurred over the past three years leading up to the December 2015 hearing and 
subsequent decision by the Board; and highlighted the great reductions that have 
resulted from the RECLAIM program over the years. *(Submitted Written 
Comments) 

 
IVAN TETHER, California Small Business Alliance and California Independent 
Petroleum Association          

Noted that even though the District and the regulated community have 
accomplished impressive improvements over the past years, meeting emission 
standards will require addressing major mobile source polluters.   

 
ALFRED SATTLER           

Urged the Board to reconsider the previous amendments made to 
RECLAIM and stressed the importance of reducing NOx emissions that continue 
to contribute to unhealthy air quality for Southern California communities.   

 
PETER HERZOG, NAIOP SoCal         

Expressed opposition to a reconsideration which would undermine the 
process that was followed, the credibility of the agency and the certainty to the 
regulatory process.   

 
ROD SPACKMAN, Chevron Corporation        

Expressed concern with the intervention of other agencies or individuals in 
matters previously decided by the Board.   

 
YVONNE WATSON, Sierra Club         

Stressed the importance of having regulations in place that protect public 
health and not business interests.  

 
HARVEY EDER, Public Solar Power Coalition and Sierra Club    

Expressed support for conversion to solar powered technologies.  
 

JOE MCLAUGHLIN           
Urged the Board to follow the recommendations of climate scientists and 

noted the importance of decreasing reliance on fossil fuels.   
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ALICIA RIVERA, Communities for a Better Environment     
Expressed support for reconsideration and adoption of the original staff 

proposal to work towards much needed NOx reductions.   
 

Written Comments Submitted by: 
Wes May, Engineering Contractors Association 
Adriano L. Martinez, Earthjustice 
Ralph Combs, Termo 
Assemblyman Mike Gipson, along with 8 other Assemblymembers 
Assemblyman Das Williams, along with 5 other Assemblymembers 
Richard Lambros, Southern California Leadership Council 
 

There being no further public testimony on this item, the public hearing was 
closed. 

 
Dr. Parker noted that he believes the Board has a responsibility to consider 

a request of this nature by legislators; and noted that what was actually adopted 
did in fact differ from the staff recommendation which was a result of extensive 
analysis and development process. 

 
Supervisor Nelson stressed that he believes that the Board gave the matter 

the fullest consideration; and expressed concern with the potential of being asked 
to reconsider an item each time someone disagreed with the Board’s decision.  

 
DR. PARKER MOVED THAT THE BOARD 
RECONSIDER ITS DECEMBER 4, 2015 VOTE ON 
THE RECLAIM SHAVE AS REQUESTED BY THE 
SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE 
IN ITS FEBRUARY 12, 2016 LETTER.  THE MOTION 
WAS SECONDED BY MAYOR PRO TEM 
CACCIOTTI.  

 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON MADE A 
SUBSITUTE MOTION TO SIMPLY RECEIVE 
AND FILE THE STATE SENATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE’S 
LETTER. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY   
SUPERVISOR NELSON AND PASSED BY 
THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Buscaino, McCallon, Mitchell, 
Nelson, Parker, Robinson and 
Rutherford. 

 

NOES: Burke, Cacciotti, Lyou. 
 

ABSENT: None. 
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THE BOARD THEN VOTED ON                            
DR. PARKER’S MOTION TO RECONSIDER 
THE BOARD’S DECEMBER 2, 2015 VOTE ON 
REGULATION XX - RECLAIM, WHICH FAILED 
BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:  

 

AYES: Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou 
and Parker. 

 

NOES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Nelson, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

ABSENT: None. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

Prior to recessing to Closed Session, the Board received public comment 
from the following individuals who spoke in support of Dr. Barry Wallerstein and 
encouraged the Board to protect public health: 
 
Dr. Tom Williams, Sierra Club 
Teresa Villegas, LA County Supervisor Hilda L Solis 
Yvonne Watson, Montebello Resident 
Mark Lopez, East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
Javier Garay, East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
James Provenzano, Clean Air Now 
Dr. Jim Stewart, Sierra Club 
Bruce Campbell  
Felicia Bander, Sierra Club 
Daryl Gale  
Alfred Sattler 
Dr. Leah Garland  
Steven Goldsmith, Torrance Refinery Action Alliance  
Sylvia Betancourt, Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma 
Vern Tuck Taylor, Sierra Club 
Robina Suwol, California Safe Schools 
Evan Gillespie, Sierra Club 
Lizette Hernandez, Sierra Club 
Kent Minault, Sierra Club 
Nidia Erceg, Coalition for Clean Air 
Angela Johnson Meszaros 
Alicia Rivera, Communities for a Better Environment 
Jono Hildner, Sierra Club 
Florence Gharibian, Del Amo Action Communities, LA ES Network 
Luis Magana, Sierra Club 
Stephanie Gonzalez, Sierra Club 
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Ruben Garza, Sierra Club 
Marina Barragan, Sierra Club 
Monsignor John Moretta  
Raul Medel, Sierra Club 
Jane Williams, California Communities Against Toxics 
Adrian Martinez 
*Jesse Marquez, Coalition for a Safe Environment 
Selene Hernandez, Sierra Club 
Don Sweat 
Stephen Blagden 
*Andrea Hricko, USC Professor 
Harvey Eder, Public Solar Power Coalition 
Morgan Wyenn, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Angelo Logan 
Elijah Cervantes, Sierra Club 
 
*(Submitted Written Comments) 
 

Written Comments Submitted by: 
Thomas Bliss, Los Angeles Resident 
Hank Fung 
Erich Bollmann, Los Angeles Resident 
Jean and John Culp, Glendora Resident 
Cynthia Cannady, IP SEVA 
Henry W. Wedaa, SCAQMD Chairman Emeritus 
Maureen Mauk, Torrance Resident 
Linda Mele, Torrance Resident 
Kitty Adams, Adopt a Charger 
Robert and Lana Parke, Torrance Resident 
Sharon Lee Koch, Sierra Club 
Saeed Hashmi, Torrance Resident 
Judy Brunetti, Torrance Resident 
Bonnie Mae Barnard, Torrance Resident 
Mary Ann McFarland, Torrance Resident 
Katie-Jay Scott, Torrance Resident 
Amy Josefek  
Linda Parks, County of Ventura 
Judy Pang, Palos Verdes Estates Resident 
Jim Montgomery, Redondo Beach Resident 
Allis Druffel, California Interfaith Power & Light 
 
 

 
The Board recessed to closed session at 12:40 p.m., pursuant to Government 
Code sections: 
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 54956.9(a) and 54956.9(d)(1) to confer with its counsel regarding pending 
litigation which has been initiated formally and to which the SCAQMD is a 
party.  The actions are: 

 People of the State of California, ex rel SCAQMD v. Southern California 
 Gas Company, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC608322; and 

 In the Matter of SCAQMD v. Southern California Gas Company, Aliso 
 Canyon Storage Facility, SCAQMD Hearing Board Case No. 137-76 
 (Order for Abatement). 

 54956.9(a) and 54956.9(d)(4) to consider initiation of litigation (one case). 
 

 54956.9(d)(2) to confer with legal counsel for: 

 Facts: Executive Officer Performance 
 Evaluation/Discipline/Dismissal/Release/Resignation 
 

 54957 as specified below: 

 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE 
 EVALUATION/DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE/RESIGNATION 

  Title:  Executive Officer 
 
 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EMPLOYMENT/APPOINTMENT 

  Title:  Acting Executive Officer 

 
Following closed session, the Board reconvened in open session at 1:40 p.m.  

General Counsel Kurt Wiese announced that action was taken regarding the Dismissal 
of the Executive Officer by a vote of 7 to 6; and action taken regarding the Appointment 
of Acting Executive Officer, Michael O’Kelly, was passed unanimously.   

 
He noted that a report of reportable actions taken in closed session will be filed 

with the Clerk of the Board’s office and made available to the public upon request. 
 

-o- 
 

39. Annual RECLAIM Audit Report for 2014 Compliance Year 
 

Mohsen Nazemi, DEO/Engineering and Compliance, gave the staff 
presentation.  

 

(Councilman Buscaino left at 1:50 p.m.) 
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The public hearing was opened and the following individuals addressed the 
Board on Agenda Item 39. 

 

DR. JIM STEWART, Sierra Club         

Explained that the RECLAIM program is in need of revisions as it is not 
effective at making life-saving reductions to air contaminants.  

 
HARVEY EDER, Public Solar Power Coalition       

Noted that solar technologies should be considered as a feasible 
technology for RECLAIM facilities.   

 

There being no further public testimony on this item, the public hearing was 
closed. 

 
MOVED BY J. BENOIT, SECONDED BY   
NELSON, AGENDA ITEM NO. 39 APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF, BY THE 
FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Cacciotti, Lyou, McCallon, 
Mitchell, Nelson, Parker, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: Buscaino. 
 

 

 

 

40. Approve and Adopt Technology Advancement Office 2015 Clean Fuels 
Program Annual Report, 2016 Plan Update, and Resolution  

 
Staff waived the presentation on Item No. 40. 

 
The public hearing was opened and the following individual addressed the 

Board on Agenda Item 40. 
 

HARVEY EDER, Public Solar Power Coalition       
Noted that solar technologies have been shown to be cost-effective and a 

proven technology and result in tremendous NOx reductions.   
 

 
There being no further public testimony on this item, the public hearing was 

closed. 
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MOVED BY CACCIOTTI, SECONDED BY     
MITCHELL, AGENDA ITEM 40. APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, ADOPTING 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-6 APPROVING THE 
TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT OFFICE 
CLEAN FUELS PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORT 
FOR 2015 AND ADOPTING THE CLEAN 
FUELS PROGRAM PLAN UPDATE FOR 2016, 
BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 

Burke, Cacciotti, Lyou, McCallon, 
Mitchell, Nelson, Parker and 
Robinson. 

 

NOES: None. 
 

ABSENT: Buscaino and Rutherford. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – (Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items, Pursuant to 

Government Code Section 54954.3) 

 
Harvey Eder, Public Solar Power Coalition, spoke about the dangers of 

climate change and expressed support for conversion to solar powered 
technologies.  

 
Dr. Tom Williams, Citizens Coalition for a Safe Community, noted concerns 

regarding odors associated with the Sunshine Canyon Landfill; and urged for 
monitoring data and compliance documentation to be easily accessible to the 
public on the District’s website.   

 
Alfred Sattler, urged that NOx and PM emissions from locomotive engines 

be included in the petitioning of U.S. EPA to adopt lower standards.  He also spoke 
about the dangers associated with the use of modified hydrofluoric acid at local 
refineries.  

 

42. Public Employee Compensation/Severance 
 

Kurt Wiese noted that there had been discussion to modify Dr. Wallerstein’s 
severance pay to equal 18 months of base salary, as opposed to the maximum of 
12 months of total compensation set forth in his employment contract.  

 
Supervisor Benoit commented on the potential benefit of offering Dr. 

Wallerstein the option of receiving a severance amount equal to 18 months of base 
salary.  
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Supervisor Nelson cautioned against changing the terms of a contract that 

has already been negotiated and been in effect. 
 

SUPERVISOR BENOIT MOVED TO ALLOW FOR A 
NEGOTIATION TO OCCUR WITH                                    
DR. WALLERSTEIN REGARDING A MODIFICATION 
OF THE CONTRACTED SEVERANCE PACKAGE TO 
PROVIDE FOR A LUMP SUM PAYMENT 
EQUIVALENT TO 18 MONTHS OF BASE PAY OR 
ALTERNATIVELY 12 MONTHS OF TOTAL 
COMPENSATION, NEITHER OF WHICH WOULD 
EXCEED THE ORIGINAL CONTRACTED 
SEVERANCE AMOUNT. THE MOTION WAS 
SECONDED BY MAYOR PRO TEM CACCIOTTI AND 
PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES: Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Cacciotti, Lyou, McCallon, 
Mitchell, Parker and Robinson. 

 

NOES: Nelson and Rutherford. 
 

ABSENT: Buscaino. 
 

 

 

43. Public Employee Compensation 

 

The Board did not take any action on Item 43. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Burke 

at 2:15 p.m.  
 
The foregoing is a true statement of the proceedings held by the South Coast Air 

Quality Management District Board on March 4, 2016. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

 

 

 
Denise Garzaro 
Senior Deputy Clerk 
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Date Minutes Approved: _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
     Dr. William A. Burke, Chairman 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACRONYMS 

AQMP = Air Quality Management Plan 

CARB = California Air Resources Board 

CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act 

EJ = Environmental Justice 

EV = Electric Vehicle 

FY = Fiscal Year 

GHG = Greenhouse Gas 

NOx = Oxides of Nitrogen 

PM2.5 = Particulate Matter < 2.5 microns 

RFP = Request for Proposals  

U.S. EPA = United States Environmental Protection Agency 
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